HPLC isolation of the anti-plasmodially active bisbenzylisoquinone alkaloids present in roots of Cissampelos mucronata.
The methanolic extract of dried, powdered Cissampelos mucronata roots possesses significant in vitro activity against Plasmodium falciparum. In order to enable further pharmacological testing, the substances responsible for the observed activity were purified, mainly by HPLC, using various stationary and mobile phases. The active principles were determined to be a series of bisbenzylisoquinoline alkaloids, a group of natural products for which one of the first routine preparative HPLC separation methods is described.